Apprenticeship Prayer Partner Questions:

1.

Describe a time when you were deeply inspired by the obedient
generosity of another person. How did this impact you?

Describe a time when you acted with generosity that required
great personal sacrifice.
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Giving to an opportunity

John 6:5-13 NIV

When Jesus looked up and saw a great crowd coming toward him, he
said to Philip, “Where shall we buy bread for these people to eat?” He
asked this only to test him, for he already had in mind what he was
going to do.

Philip answered him, “It would take more than half a year’s wages to
buy enough bread for each one to have a bite!”

Another of his disciples, Andrew, Simon Peter’s brother, spoke up,
“Here is a boy with five small barley loaves and two small fish, but how
far will they go among so many?”

Jesus said, “Have the people sit down.” There was plenty of grass in
that place, and they sat down (about five thousand men were there).
Jesus then took the loaves, gave thanks, and distributed to those who
were seated as much as they wanted. He did the same with the fish.

When they had all had enough to eat, he said to his disciples, “Gather
the pieces that are left over. Let nothing be wasted.” So they gathered
them and filled twelve baskets with the pieces of the five barley loaves
left over by those who had eaten.



James 1:2-4, 12 ESV

Count it all joy, my brothers, when you meet trials of various kinds, for
you know that the testing of your faith produces steadfastness. And let
steadfastness have its full effect, that you may be perfect and complete,
lacking in nothing.

Blessed is the man who remains steadfast under trial, for when he has
stood the test he will receive the crown of life, which God has promised
to those who love him.

Giving to keep the lights on

Luke 21:1-4 NIV

As Jesus looked up, he saw the rich putting their gifts into the temple
treasury. He also saw a poor widow put in two very small copper
coins. “Truly I tell you,” he said, “this poor widow has put in more than
all the others. All these people gave their gifts out of their wealth; but
she out of her poverty put in all she had to live on.”

Resolve: now we trust God to fulfill our commitment

Matthew 26:39-46 NIV

Going a little farther, he fell with his face to the ground and prayed,
“My Father, if it is possible, may this cup be taken from me. Yet not as |
will, but as you will.”

Then he returned to his disciples and found them sleeping. “Couldn’t
you men keep watch with me for one hour?” he asked Peter. “Watch
and pray so that you will not fall into temptation. The spirit is willing,
but the flesh is weak.”

He went away a second time and prayed, “My Father, if it is not
possible for this cup to be taken away unless I drink it, may your will be
done.”

When he came back, he again found them sleeping, because their eyes
were heavy. So he left them and went away once more and prayed the
third time, saying the same thing.

Then he returned to the disciples and said to them, “Are you still
sleeping and resting? Look, the hour has come, and the Son of Man is
delivered into the hands of sinners. Rise! Let us go! Here comes my
betrayer!”

Galatians 6:9 NIV
Let us not become weary in doing good, for at the proper time we will
reap a harvest if we do not give up.

2 Timothy 4:7-8 NIV

I have fought the good fight, I have finished the race, I have kept the
faith. Now there is in store for me the crown of righteousness, which
the Lord, the righteous Judge, will award to me on that day—and not
only to me, but also to all who have longed for his appearing.



