THE LAYING DOWN OF RIGHTS

Pastor Matt Garvin

Philippians 2:1-15 N1v

Therefore if you have any encouragement from being united with
Christ, if any comfort from his love, if any common sharing in the
Spirit, if any tenderness and compassion, then make my joy complete
by being like-minded, having the same love, being one in spirit and of
one mind. Do nothing out of selfish ambition or vain conceit. Rather,
in humility value others above yourselves, not looking to your own
interests but each of you to the interests of the others.

In your relationships with one another, have the same mindset as
Christ Jesus:

Who, being in very nature God,
did not consider equality with God something to be used to
his own advantage;
rather, he made himself nothing
by taking the very nature of a servant,
being made in human likeness.
And being found in appearance as a man,
he humbled himself
by becoming obedient to death—
even death on a cross!

Therefore God exalted him to the highest place
and gave him the name that is above every name,
that at the name of Jesus every knee should bow,
in heaven and on earth and under the earth,
and every tongue acknowledge that Jesus Christ is Lord,
to the glory of God the Father.

Therefore, my dear friends, as you have always obeyed—not only in
my presence, but now much more in my absence—continue to work
out your salvation with fear and trembling, for it is God who works in
you to will and to act in order to fulfill his good purpose.

Do everything without grumbling or arguing, so that you may
become blameless and pure, “children of God without fault in a
warped and crooked generation.” Then you will shine among them
like stars in the sky...
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Four approaches to living faith:

“Not by might nor by power, but by my Spirit,” says the Lord Almighty.

Zechariah 4:6b NIV

The Baby born in Bethlehem is Lord at his birth

But the angel said to them, “Do not be afraid. 1 bring you good news that will
cause great joy for all the people. Today in the town of David a Savior has been
born to you; he is the Messiah, the Lord. This will be a sign to you: You will find a
baby wrapped in cloths and lying in a manger.” Luke 2:10-12 NIV

“The idea that God, if there is a force of Love and Logic in the universe, that it
would seek to explain itself is amazing enough. That it would seek to explain
itself and describe itself by becoming a child born in straw poverty, in (dung)
and straw...a child... I just thought: ‘Wow!’ Just the poetry ... Unknowable
love, unknowable power, describes itself as the most vulnerable. There it was.
I was sitting there, and it’s not that it hadn’t struck me before, but tears came
streaming down my face, and I saw the genius of this, utter genius of picking a
particular point in time and deciding to turn on this.” ~ Bono

Whoever does not take up their cross and follow me is not worthy of me.
Whoever finds their life will lose it, and whoever loses their life for my sake will

find it. Matthew 10:38-39 NIV

THE METHODIST COVENANT

[ am no longer my own but yours
Put me to what you will,
Rank me with whom you will:

Put me to doing, put me to suffering;
Let me be employed for you or laid aside for you;
Let me be full, let me be empty
Let me have all things, let me have nothing;
[ freely and wholeheartedly yield all things
To your pleasure and disposal.

And now, glorious and blessed God,
Father, Son and Holy Spirit,

You are mine and [ am yours.

So be it.

And the covenant now made on earth,
Let it be ratified in heaven.

Amen



